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The Council of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania, desiring to place on its records an expression of 
appreciation of the services of Dr. Isaac Sharpless to 
education, history, science, good citizenship, and the 
Society, and of sincere regret for the loss of a colleague 
ten years a member of the Council, request the Eecord- 
ing Secretary to enter this minute on the journal. 

Dr. Sharpless began his career of usefulness as in- 
structor of mathematics in Haverford College, rose to 
be professor of mathematics and astronomy, Dean, and 
finally President of the College. It was characteristic 
of Dr. Sharpless to seek to leave any piece of work he 
undertook better than he found it. While he occupied 
the chair of mathematics, therefore, he wrote textbooks 
on Plane Geometry, Solid Geometry, Surveying, Nat- 
ural Philosophy, and an Astronomy for Schools. 

Mathematics proved not to be his chosen field of 
work. The bent of his mind was towards history, and 
after 1884 when he became Dean he turned to history 
and books, pamphlets, magazine articles and addresses 
on historical subjects concerning Pennsylvania and the 
Friends took the place of treatises on mathematics. 
His early works in his new field, "Some Facts About 
Municipal Government in Birmingham, Manchester and 
Liverpool," and "Early Education in England," 
showed a leaning towards political science and the 
Mother Country. But he soon came back to Pennsyl- 
vania and the Friends, and wrote "A Quaker Experi- 
ment in Government," "A History of Quaker Govern- 
ment in Pennsylvania," "Two Centuries of Pennsyl- 
vania History," and "Quakerism and Politics." As 
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their titles indicate these books were explanatory of 
Quaker government in Pennsylvania and place him in 
the older school of historians. 

Besides these formal works the bibliography of Dr. 
Sharpless contains one hundred and twenty-one titles 
of addresses and articles contributed to magazines, 
periodicals and newspapers. They cover a wide range 
of subjects, "Astronomy," "Sun Spots," "Meteors," 
"Comets," "The Weather," "Educational Re- 
formers," "The Early Life of Great Men," "Political 
and Eeligious Conditions of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania Two Hundred Years Ago," "The Ills of Penn- 
sylvania," "Friends and War Problems," "Conscrip- 
tion in America." 

Recognition of the scholarship of Dr. Sharpless was 
made by several colleges and universities. From the 
University of Pennsylvania he received the degree of 
Doctor of Science ; from Swarthmore, Doctor of Laws ; 
from Harvard, Doctor of Laws ; and from Hobart Col- 
lege, the degree of L.H.D. At the time of his death, 
January 16, 1920, Dr. Sharpless was a member of the 
Commission on the Revision of the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania. 



